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Chapter 1 — Understanding the Message

Goal — Develop a lifestyle that will allow for personal relationships with those who do not know Jesus Christ as their personal Savior.


How do we accomplish this goal?

· Begin to personalize Jesus’ invitation to be “fishers of men.” (Matthew 4:19)

· Begin to realize that you are a missionary to your neighborhood, job or family.

· Begin to realize that your method may be upside down.


ENGLES SCALE
EVERYONE IS ON A SPIRITUAL PILGRIMAGE

Spiritual—Decision Process



 Communicator’s


God’s Role
 Role

Man’s Response
General Revelation

-8
Awareness of Supreme Being

Conviction
 Proclamation
-7
Some Knowledge of Gospel



-6
Knowledge of Fundamentals
of Gospel



-5
Grasp of Personal Implications
of Gospel



-4
Positive Attitude Toward Act
of Becoming a Christian


 Persuasion
-3
Problem Recognition and
Intention of Act



-2
Decision to Act



-1
Repentance and Faith in Christ/Leading to Confession
and Baptism

Regeneration


New Creature

Sanctification
 Follow-up
+1
Post Decision Evaluation



+2
Incorporation Into Church


 Cultivation
+3
Conceptual and Behavioral

Growth

 *
  *Communion with God



 *
  *Stewardship



 *
  *Internal Reproduction



 *
  *External Reproduction





Eternity
Dealing with Fear

Where do you begin?

· Realize that fear is normal
· Paul had fears (1 Corinthians 2:3-5)

· Timothy had fears (2 Timothy 1:7)

What are some common fears that keep us from witnessing?

· Lack of knowledge

· Rejection

· Failure

· Ridicule

· Bodily injury

· Objections

· The unknown

· Intruding into the private lives of people

How to Overcome Fear.

· Change your perspective (Ephesians 2:1-3, 12)

· Be confident of your medicine — (Acts 3:1-10) 

· Understand that people are not rejecting you personally, only your message 
(2 Corinthians 2:14-16)

· Realize that most people are on a Spiritual Pilgrimage
(see Engle’s scale page 3)

· Discover your witnessing style — page 11.

God’s Plan of Salvation

The Bible makes it very clear how you may become a Christian and receive God’s gift of eternal life.

I. FAITH — Trust

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.
(Hebrews 11:1)

And without faith it is impossible to please God… 
(Hebrews 11:6)

Faith is not just believing something in your mind and it isn’t just a warm feeling you have in your heart. Faith is totally trusting your life to Jesus Christ. The Bible teaches us that real faith is always demonstrated.

What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such a faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food If one of you says to him, ‘Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. (James 2:14-17)
II. REPENTANCE — Faith in Action

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord. (Acts 3:19)
The New Testament word “repent” means “a change of mind.” The practical implication is a change of mind, which leads to a change of life. When we repent we turn away from sin and turn to God.

III. CONFESSION — Faith Spoken

Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven. (Matthew 10:32-33)

Confession is the willingness to say aloud what you believe in your heart.

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.
(Romans 10:9-10)

IV. BAPTISM — Faith in Obedience

Baptism, as it is presented in the New Testament, is two specific things: 

A.
It is immersion. The New Testament word for baptism is the word baptizo, which means “to dip or immerse.” Beyond the meaning of the word, baptism by immersion is a perfect picture of just what it is that saves us . . . or gives us the opportunity to be saved. That is the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. 

Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. (Romans 6:3-4)
You cannot be “buried” with Christ or “raised” with Christ, apart from immersion. Now some might argue that is “splitting hairs” and that it’s the spiritual meaning that matters not the method. You may have heard Chris Philbeck state, “When the normal sense makes good sense seek no other sense.” Baptism by immersion provides the spiritual meaning with a completely accurate physical picture.

B.
It is the conscious choice of the individual after they have heard, believed, and accepted the message of Christ (Acts 2:37-38, 41; 8:30-38; 16:13-15, 25-33). Baptism is a visible God-chosen and God commanded response of our faith. 

Baptism

· Pictures the forgiveness of my sins (Acts 22:16)

· Represents my identification with Jesus in his death, burial and resurrection; guaranteeing my own resurrection (Romans 6:5)

· Pictures my union with Christ (Galatians 3:27)

· Is my pledge of allegiance to God (1 Peter 3:21)

Describe your baptism experience. If you have not been immersed, explain why
you have hesitated.

V. FAITHFULNESS

Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. 
(James 1:12)
Chapter 2 — Sharing the Message
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The Romans Road

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

Romans 3:23 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord."

Romans 6:23 

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:

 While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Romans 5:8

That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

Romans 10:9-10 

"Or don't you know that all of us who are baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death. We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through
the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life."

Romans 6:3-4 

ONE-VERSE GOSPEL

FOR THE WAGES OF SIN IS

DEATH BUT THE GIFT OF

GOD IS ETERNAL LIFE IN

CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD.
                                                                                                              Romans 6:23 (NIV)  

                                                    REPENT                             BAPTISED
Insider Language

Christian – follower of Christ (Acts 11:26)

Savior – deliverer (Ephesians 5:23)

Salvation – rescue or safety plan (Acts 4:12)

Saved – heal, preserve, protect, keep whole (Romans 5:9)

Eternal Life – not endless existence but in heaven with God (Matthew 25:46)

Sin – miss the mark. Offense. Fault (Romans 3:23; 14:23; 1 John 3:4)

Born Again – conceive from above (John 3:3)

Propitiation – to atone for, an offering which takes away wrath (1 John 2:2; Romans 3:25)

Sanctification – purify for holiness (1 Peter 1:28, 1 Thessalonians 4:3-4)

Justification – acquitted of guilt, rendered innocent (Romans 5:16-18; 6:25)

Baptized – to dunk or immerse (1 Peter 3:21)

Repent – turn around, change your mind (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3)
Grace – unmerited favor (Ephesians 2:8-9)

Chapter 3 — Living the Message

Five Qualities of a Lifestyle Evangelist

1. Be Authentic
Live an Authentic-Christian life.

2. Be Intentional
Intentionally and continually build relationships within your own witnessing style.

3. Be Prayerful
Pray for those relationships.

4. Be Prepared
But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect. (1 Peter 3:15)

5. Be Encouraging
Encourage new believers discipleship through the ministry of a local church.
A LESSON IN LOVE

“The Good Samaritan” — Luke 10:25 –37

1. What did the Samaritan do when he saw the wounded man?
2. What was the significance of the “Samaritan” helping a Jew?
3. How did the Samaritan feel when he saw the wounded man?
4. What did the Samaritan say to comfort the man?
5. Where was the Samaritan initially going?
6. What types of sacrifices did the Samaritan make?
7. Who was the wounded man’s enemy?
Who can you identify in your life that is struggling and needs help?

What initiatives will you begin to take to show Christ’s love non-verbally?

What Type of Witnessing Style Do You Have?

DIRECTIONS

Record your response to each of the following 36 statements according to whether you think the statement applies to you:

3
Very much

2
Somewhat

1
Very little

0
Not at all


1.
In conversations, I like to approach topics directly, without much small talk 


or beating around the bush.


2.
I have a hard time getting out of bookstores or libraries without getting a 


bunch of books that will help me better understand issues being debated 


in society. 


3.
I often tell stories about my personal experiences in order to illustrate a 


point I am trying to make.


4.
I am a “people person” who places a high value on friendship.


5.
I enjoy including or adding new people to activities I am involved in.


6.
I see needs in people’s lives that others often overlook.


7.
I do not shy away from putting a person on the spot when it seems 



necessary.


8.
I tend to be analytical. 


9.
I often identify with others by using phrases like “I used to think that, too” 


or “I once felt the way you do.” 


10.
Other people have commented about my ability for developing new 



friendships. 


11.
To be honest, even if I knew the answers, I am more comfortable having 


someone “better qualified” explain Christianity to my friends.


12.
I find fulfillment in helping others, often in behind-the-scenes ways.


13.
I do not have a problem confronting my friends with the truth even if it risks 

hurting the relationship. 


14.
In conversations, I naturally focus on the questions that are holding up a 


person’s spiritual progress. 


15.
When I tell people of how I came to Christ, I have found that they have 


been interested in hearing it. 


16.
I would rather delve into personal life issues than abstract theological 


ideas. 


17.
If I knew a high quality outreach event that my friends would enjoy, I would 

make a big effort to bring them. 


18.
I prefer to show love through my actions more than my words. 


19.
I believe that real love often means telling someone the truth, even if it 


hurts.


20.
I enjoy discussions and debates on difficult questions. 


21.
I intentionally share my mistakes with others when it will help them relate 


to the solutions I have found. 


22.
I prefer getting involved in discussions concerning a person’s life before 


dealing with the details of their beliefs. 


23.
I tend to watch for spiritually strategic events to bring people to (such as 


Christian concerts, outreach events, seeker services). 


24.
When people are spiritually closed, I have found that my quiet 



demonstrations of Christian love sometimes make them more receptive. 


25.
A motto that would fit me is: “Make a difference or a mess. But do 



something.” 


26.
I often get frustrated with people when they use weak arguments or poor 


logic.


27.
People seem interested in hearing stories about things that have 



happened in my life. 


28.
I enjoy long talks with friends. 


29.
I am always looking for a match between the needs and interests of my 


friends and the various events, books, etc., that they would enjoy or 


benefit from. 


30.
I feel more comfortable physically assisting a person in the name of Christ 


than getting involved in religious discussions. 


31.
I sometimes get in trouble for lacking gentleness and sensitivity in the way 

I interact with others. 


32.
I like to get at the underlying reasons for opinions that people hold.


33.
I am still amazed at how God brought me to faith in Him and I am



motivated to tell people about it. 


34.
People generally consider me to be an interactive, sensitive, and caring 


kind of person. 


35.
A highlight of my week would be to take a guest with me to an appropriate 


church event. 


36.
I tend to be more practical and action-oriented than philosophical and 


idea-oriented.

Transfer your responses to the following grid and total each column:
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Write down your top three: 1._____________ 2.______________ 3.____________ and share the results. (Discuss the implications)

CONFRONTATIONAL STYLE2
Biblical Example: Peter in Acts

Theme Verse:



Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season, correct, rebuke and encourage – with great patience and careful instruction. (2 Timothy 4:2)
Contemporary Examples: Chuck Colson, Billy Graham

Traits:

· Confident

· Bold

· Direct

· Skip small talk, likes to get right to the point

· Has strong opinions and convictions

Cautions:

Be sure to seek God’s wisdom so you will be appropriately sensitive and tactful.

Allow the Holy Spirit to restrain your desire to come on strong in every situation.

Avoid judging or laying guilt trips on others who approach evangelism with a

different style.

Suggestions for Using and Developing this Style:

· Ask friends for feedback on whether or not you have the right balance of boldness and gentleness. Keep in mind Paul’s phrase in Ephesians 4, “speaking the truth in love.” Both truth and love are essential.

· Prepare yourself for situations where you will stand alone (read about Peter in Acts 2 and other scripture). The non-believer you confront with the truth will sometimes feel uncomfortable. Even non-confrontational Christians who are with you will sometimes feel that discomfort. That’s okay. Under God’s guidance, challenge people to truth and follow Christ, and He will use it.

· Practice the principle of “Putting Others First.” It is critical that you listen and value what others say before telling them what you think they need to hear.

· Team up with friends who have other styles that may be better matched to the personality of the person you hope to reach.

Other:
_______________________________________________________________


INTELLECTUAL STYLE3
Biblical Example: Paul in Acts 17

Theme Verse:



We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. (2 Corinthians 10:5)
Contemporary Examples: Josh McDowell, D. James Kennedy

Traits:

· Analytical

· Logical

· Inquisitive

· Likes to debate

· More concerned with what people think than what they feel.

Cautions:

Avoid getting stuck on academic points, arguments, and evidence. These are mainly to clear the way back to the central Gospel message.

Remember that attitude is as important as information. 1 Peter 3:15 says to have “gentleness and respect.”

Avoid becoming argumentative.

Suggestions for Using and Developing this Style:

· Set time aside to study and prepare. This style, more than the others, relies on preparation. Take serious action on what it says in 1 Peter 3:15:
But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.

· Avoid doing all your preparation in an academic vacuum. Get out and talk to others. Try out your arguments and answers on real people, and make refinements as needed.

· Develop your relational side. Talk to people about everyday events, and what is happening in their life and yours.

· Team up with friends who have other styles that may be better matched to the personality of the person you hope to reach.

Other: ________________________________________________________________

TESTIMONIAL STYLE4
Biblical Example:
The blind man in John 9

Theme Verse:

We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us . . . (1 John 1:3a)

Contemporary Examples: Corrie ten Boom, Joni Erickson Tada

Traits:

· Clear communicator

· Good Listener

· Vulnerable about personal life, its ups and downs

· Overwhelmed by the account of how God reached them

· Sees links between their own experience and that of other people’s

Cautions:

Be sure to relate your experience to the life of your listener. This requires first hearing enough about your friend’s life to know how to relate your story to their situation.
Do not stop with merely telling your story. Challenge them to consider how what you learned might apply to their life.
Avoid downplaying the value of your story because it seems too ordinary. The ordinary story is the kind that relates best to ordinary people!
Suggestions for Using and Developing this Style:

· Practice so you will be able to tell your story without hesitation.

· Keep Christ and the Gospel message as the centerpiece of your story. This is an account of how He changed your life.

· Keep your story fresh by adding new and current illustrations from your daily walk with Christ.

· Team up with friends who have other styles that may be better matched to the personality of the person you hope to reach.

Other:________________________________________________________________


INTERPERSONAL STYLE5

Biblical Example:
Matthew in Luke 5

Theme Verse:



. . . I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save others (1 Corinthians 9:22)
Contemporary Examples: Becky Pippert, Joe Aldrich.

Traits:

· Conversational

· Compassionate

· Sensitive

· Friendship-oriented

· Focuses on people and their needs

Cautions:

Beware of valuing friendship over truth. Telling them they are sinners in need of a savior will test the relationship.

Do not get so involved in the process of building friendships that you forget the ultimate goal: bringing people to know Christ as forgiver and leader.

Do not get overwhelmed with the amount of needs your friends might have — do what you can and leave the rest to God.

Suggestions for Using and Developing this Style:

· Be patient. This style tends to work more gradually than others. Look and pray for opportunities to turn conversations toward spiritual matters.

· Continually create and plan opportunities to interact with new people through social events, sports, etc. This will put you in a position where your style can flourish.

· Practice telling the Gospel message so you will be prepared when the opportunity arises.

· Team up with friends who have other styles that may be better matched to the personality of the person you hope to reach.

Other:________________________________________________________________



INVITATIONAL STYLE6
Biblical Example:
The woman at the well in John 4

Theme Verse: 

Then the master told his servant, “Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full. (Luke 14:23)
Contemporary Examples: Ruth Graham

Traits:

· Hospitable

· Persuasive

· Enjoys meeting new people

· Committed (believes in the things in which he or she is involved)

· Sees outreach events as unique opportunities

Cautions:

· Do not let others do all the talking for you. Your friends and acquaintances need to hear how Christ has influenced your own life. In addition, your friends have questions you could answer concerning the implications of the Gospel in their own lives.
· Carefully and prayerfully consider which events or church services you take people to. Look for ones that truly are sensitive to spiritual seekers that will help them in their journey toward Christ.
· Do not get discouraged if people refuse your invitation. Their refusal could be an opportunity for a spiritual conversation. Also, their “no” today may be a “yes” tomorrow.
Suggestions for Using and Developing this Style:

· When inviting people, try to get written details about the event into their hands (either preprinted or handwritten). Whenever appropriate, offer to pick them up and do something together before or after the event.

· At events, put yourself in the place of the other person. Ask yourself if you were that person, whether the event would relate to your concerns and mindset. Reinforce those things to the person you invited.

· Offer positive and constructive feedback to the event sponsors consisting of specific and realistic ideas on ways you think they could improve the event and make it more compelling to the people you bring.

· Team up with friends who have other styles that may be better matched to the personality of the person you hope to reach.

Other:________________________________________________________________


SERVING STYLE7
Biblical Example:
Dorcus in Acts 9

Theme Verse:

In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)
Contemporary Examples: Mother Teresa, Jimmy Carter

Traits:

· Patient

· Other-centered

· Sees needs and finds joy in meeting them

· Shows love through action more than words

· Attaches value to even menial tasks

Cautions:

· Remember that although “words are no substitute for actions,” “actions are no substitute for words.” In Romans 10:14 Paul says that we must verbally tell people about Christ. You can do this in many ways as you point to Him as the central motivation for your acts of service. 
·  Do not underestimate the value of your service. It is your style that will reach those persons who are the most negative and hardened toward God. Acts of loving service are hard to resist and difficult to argue with.
· Be discerning as to how much you can do realistically, without depriving yourself or your family of needed care and attention.
Suggestions for Using and Developing this Style:

· Find creative, non-imposing ways to communicate the spiritual motivation behind the physical acts of service you offer to others. It could be through a word, a card, an invitation in response to thanks for your service (“Well, one thing you could do for me sometime would be to come to one of our services at church”).

· Seek God daily for opportunities to serve others for eternal purposes. He will 

· Open your eyes to areas you would have missed. Be ready to follow His 


leadings, even if they seem a bit out of the ordinary.

· Be careful not to impose your service on others. Pray for wisdom so you will know where to invest your efforts in ways that will be strategic for the Kingdom of God.

· Team up with friends who have other styles that may be better matched to the personality of the person you hope to reach.

Other:________________________________________________________________


Personal Testimony – The Art of Telling Your Story

People can argue with your doctrine but they cannot argue with your experience. The story of a changed life has the potential to impact others.

[Have a volunteer read the following chapter. Secretly time the reader. You might be surprised that this chapter takes only 3 to 4 minutes to read aloud and Paul says a lot!]

Acts 26:2-3

Paul’s introduction to his testimony

Acts 26:4-11

Paul’s life before he met Christ

Acts 26:12-20
Paul’s conversion — how he met Christ personally

Acts 26:21

Paul’s life after he met Christ and decided to follow Him

Acts 26:22-26
Paul bridges into a brief Gospel presentation

Acts 26:27-29
Paul asks a Spiritual question
Important:

Thou Shalt

1. Be personal — share your unique story

2. Keep it simple — the abbreviated version is most effective

3. Use a verse — your verse might touch someone (Hebrews 4:12)

Thou Shalt Not

1. Fear — do not be afraid (1 John 5:3-4)

2. Impress — spiritual language is not user friendly

3. Forget — spiritual questions leave them with a decision

Time To Write Your Story: Develop (update) your testimony

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Chapter 4 — Taking the Message

BRIDGING THE GAP
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FIVE Steps
1. Prayer

2. Common Ground

3. Hurdling social barriers

4. Personal testimony

5. The Gospel

Beginning with Prayer

The Nature of Prayer

· Prayer was a common activity of Jesus in the Gospels.
(John 17; Matthew 14:22-23)

· Prayer was a specific request of the disciples to Jesus. (Luke 11:2-4)

· Prayer was a priority among the apostles during the establishment of the Church. (Acts 2:42; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; Ephesians 6:18)

· Prayer is the greatest privilege we have as Christians.
(Hebrews 4:15; 1 Timothy 2:5)

· Prayer empowers us to become effective in our personal evangelism.
(Colossians 4:2-6)

The critical nature of prayer can be summarized by these two contrasting verses:

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. (Philippians 4:13)

I am in the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. (John 15:5)

How much can be accomplished through Christ’s empowering? — All Things
How much can be accomplished without Christ’s empowering? — Nothing
It’s not that we can’t achieve a limited amount without prayer, but that we can achieve nothing of eternal significance, therefore, all true evangelism begins and ends with prayer.

Guidelines for Evangelistic Prayer

1. Pray continually. Don’t give up. God’s timing is always perfect.
(1 Thessalonians 5:17)

2. That God draws them to Himself. (John 6:44)

3. That they seek to know God. (Acts 17:27)

4. That they believe the Scriptures. (1 Thessalonians 2:13)

5. That you might be His minister of reconciliation. (2 Corinthians 5:18)

6. That they accept Christ as Savior. (John 1:12)

7. That they obey Christ as Lord. (Matthew 7:21)

8. That they take root and grow in Christ. (Colossians 2:6-7)

9. That they join a local community of faith. (Acts 2:42-47)

10. That they in turn share their faith. (Matthew 28:19-20)

Common Ground

1. What is “Common Ground”?
An area of comfort where the non-Christian does not feel threatened and the Christian does not feel tempted or guilty.


2. Areas of Common Ground

3. Guidelines for Common Ground


a.
Does this clearly violate a spiritual principle or my own
moral conscience? (Romans 14:23)


b.
Will it enhance or harm my influence for God? (Matthew 5:13-16)


c.
Do I have the moral strength to withstand temptation and be like Christ?
(1 Corinthians 10:13)


d.
Would I be willing to have my Christian friends know it?  W.W.J.D.


e.
Will this cause a “weaker brother” to stumble?
(Romans 14:13; 1 Corinthians 8:9-13)

Hurdling Social Barriers

“Anyone who moves out of the safety zone of a Christian group and gets into the real world is sure to run into ticklish situations. We need to consider beforehand how we may cope with some of them, working out principles that will apply in varying circumstances.” — Paul Little

Guiding Principles

· It is God, not us, who transforms hearts and behaviors. And He begins on the inside. (Romans 12:1-2; 2 Corinthians 5:17)

· Our main motive for evangelism is love — not taking credit for what only God can do. (1 John 3:1; John 13:34-35; 1 Corinthians 13; 2 Corinthians 5)

· We must get close enough to gain a hearing for the Gospel.
(1 Corinthians 9:19-23)

· Don’t get sidetracked by making a particular behavior part of being a Christian. 
(Romans 12:3, 16)

· Don’t react emotionally toward the person. (James 1:19-21)

Practical Applications

· Use the substitution principle whenever possible.

· Have a good joke ready at all times.

· Sometimes pray with your eyes open.

· At home, do what is customary for you — no apologies.

Hurdling and Holiness

· Remember, we have been called to be Holy, not walk the edge of sin.
(Matthew 5:48)

· Don’t necessarily follow the crowd. Some social barriers are also Holiness barriers. (Romans 6:11ff; Ephesians 5:3)

· Be sensitive to the Holy Spirit through constant prayer and Bible study. 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17)

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORS?

In the space provided below, draw a map of your neighborhood: your house/apartment or even desks and five houses/apartments/desks on either side of yours. Fill in as much of the following information as you know. Then add up you score:

1. Last name(s) of household (1 pt each)

2. First names of each adult in household (1 pt each)

3. First names of children (1 pt each)

4. Occupation of each adult (2 pts each)

5. Age/grade of each child (2 pts each)

6. How long have they lived in current home (2 pts)

7. State in which each adult grew up (3 pts)

8. A favorite activity for each adult or child (3 pts each)

9. Religious beliefs of each adult (4 pts each)

10. Something you admire about each adult/child (4 pts each)

Bonus: add 5 points for each home you have entered. Add 25 points for each household you have invited over for a meal.

Penalty: Subtract 5 points for each neighbor you would not recognize on sight.

Your Score:

1-25

You’ve made a start. Why not plan a neighborhood open house?

26-100
It’s time to learn more. Think about inviting a neighboring family or single 


to join you in an activity this winter or spring.

101-200
You’re well on your way to forming relationships with your neighbors. 


Think of one way you could deepen a relationship you’ve started. Then do 


it this week.

201 and up
Congratulations! You’ve worked hard at getting to know your neighbors. 


Let one of them know how much you appreciate them this week.

“Top Ten” Strategy Work Sheet
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John and Jane Doe Dessert Pot Luck, Positive — John likes football and
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Devotional
Day 1: 

Tips for Creative and Courageous Faith Sharing in your Daily World
Ephesians 5:15-16

And now for something completely different: Over the next 7 days the devotions you have been given are actually very practical ways to help you share your faith in all types of settings and with all sorts of people. 

NIV Ephesians 5:15 Be very careful, then, how you live-- not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.
LIVING OUT YOUR FAITH IN THE COURSE OF YOUR DAILY LIFE: 

Your challenge is to pray about how you might implement these suggestions into your life and relationships! 

Practice these things in your “Daily World” and watch God change your life! HAVE FUN!

· Wear a cross or a religious symbol. You may be surprised how many times this will start a conversation about your faith. 

· Pray before a meal, especially with family and friends, but also in public places. 

· Refer to your church, your faith and the Bible in casual conversation with others.

· Respond "Thank God!" or "God is Good!" when someone shares an uplifting story with you. 

· Say "I will pray for you" when some one shares a personal concern or difficulty with you. 

· Send a card or note of encouragement, offer words of blessing that convey your faith and trust in God. 

· Be courteous and helpful in all public transactions; look for ways to give a verbal and positive witness to the hope that is within you. 

· As you walk through your day, scatter blessings. Some will take root and grow, others won't. 

· Share a smile and personal greeting with a stranger. 

· Turn times of tension and conflict into moments of blessing. 

· Offer a "God word" in conversations about current public events (e.g."this situation war, natural disaster, famine sure makes me thankful for God and the way God's people are working to make this world a better place") 

· Ask someone you may have hurt for forgiveness. 

· Model Christian behavior when you coach or attend your child's sport events. 

· Speak up against injustice, evil and verbal insult. 

· Be clear that your perspective is informed by your faith and belief in a loving, forgiving God. 

· In moments when God is blasphemed, speak up and say "Excuse me; you're talking about someone who is very important to me." 

· In talking about the weather or scenery, marvel at the intricate beauty of
God's creation. 

· Carry tracts or cards of encouragement and distribute them when appropriate. 

PRAY THAT GOD WILL GUIDE YOU IN HOW TO
PRACTICALLY LIVE OUT YOUR FAITH.

Devotional

Day 2: 

Tips for Creative and Courageous Faith Sharing in your Daily World
Colossians 3:23-24

NIV Colossians 3:23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.

SHARING YOUR FAITH AT THE OFFICE: 
Your challenge is to consider how you might implement the following suggestions at your workplace and in your work related relationships!

Practice these things in your “Daily World” and watch God change your life! HAVE FUN!

· Decorate your office with symbols or pictures that say something about your faith or could invite conversation about God. 

· Offer affirmation to colleagues for a job well done; share how thankful you are to God for their gifts. 

· Carry your faith over into your work by insisting on fair prices, good products and just treatment of customers and employees. 

· Share what motivates you to stand up for these values in such a way. 

· Take a colleague to lunch and share something about how God is working in your life or something that you have recently been involved in at your church. 

· Remember birthdays, job transitions with notes of blessing and encouragement. 

· Invite a colleague to come with you to worship or to participate in church-related activities. 

· Host a lunch time Bible study once a week for those who might be interested. Check with your employer first. 

THE WORK PLACE CAN BE A REAL CHALLENGE WHEN IT COMES TO SHARING YOUR FAITH. BE FAITHFUL AND TRUST GOD FOR THE RESULTS!

Devotional

Day 3: 

Tips for Creative and Courageous Faith Sharing in your Daily World
2 Corinthians 1:3-4

NIV 2 Corinthians 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.

SHARING YOUR FAITH IN TIMES OF STRUGGLE AND PAIN: 
Think about the challenges and struggles you’ve faced in life and how God has ministered to you and let that become your motivation to share your faith by reaching out to others in their time of need!

Practice these things in your “Daily World” and watch God change your life! HAVE FUN!

· Visit neighbors, friends and colleagues when they are sick or hospitalized. 

· Share a devotional booklet and offer a prayer. 

· Deliver a meal or plate of cookies to the family or person struggling with loss, tragedy or illness. 

· Share a cassette tape of uplifting, encouraging Christian music. 

· Mow the lawn, shovel the driveway, buy groceries or clean the house without waiting to be asked. Then share why you were motivated to care in such a way. 

· Recognize the variety of issues that bring pain to people's lives (financial crisis or loss, death, illness, divorce, abuse, etc.) 

· Be a listening ear. 

· Share how God has carried you in moments of personal struggle. Send cards, more than once, with encouraging words of scripture.

KNOW THIS: GOD WANTS TO USE YOU TO TOUCH THE LIVES OF THOSE AROUND YOU. HE WILL GIVE YOU EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO
MINISTER TO THOSE THAT OUR HURTING IF YOU’LL TRUST HIM FOR THE COURAGE AND STRENGTH THAT YOU NEED!

Devotional

Day 4: 

Tips for Creative and Courageous Faith Sharing in your Daily World
Colossians 4:5-6

NIV Colossians 4:5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.

SHARING YOUR FAITH IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD: 
Think about the challenges and struggles you’ve faced in life and how God has ministered to you and let that become your motivation to share your faith by reaching out to others in their time of need!

Practice these things in your “Daily World” and watch God change your life! HAVE FUN!

· Host a new neighbors BBQ when someone new moves into the neighborhood. Offer a prayer before eating . 

· Be public in a subtle way about your faith.

· Coordinate a Block Party. Plan activities for the kids that foster friendships. Plan games that encourage sharing about life and values. 

· Gather children in the neighborhood for an afternoon Kid's Club. Share bible stories and tapes, craft activities, refreshments and positive play. 

· Find creative ways to help out neighbors in times of need with a bag of groceries, some help around the house or apartment, a card, flowers, or a listening ear. 

· Deliver a plate of cookies or a loaf of bread for no particular reason at all.
· Warmly introduce yourself to newcomers and ask if they will be looking for a church to attend. Invite them to yours. 

· Deliver a Neighborhood Welcome Basket to new neighbors. This is a free ministry of our church! Contact Crystal Thompson at cthompson@mount.org, or call the church to order one.
· Host a movie night with popcorn and other refreshment.
· Talk to the church about how to start a neighborhood seeker small group.
PRAY FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO REACH OUT TO YOUR NEIGHBORS.
I THINK YOU’LL BE AMAZED AT THE RESULTS!

Devotional

Day 5: 

Tips for Creative and Courageous Faith Sharing in your Daily World
Colossians 3:15-17

NIV Colossians 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
SHARING YOUR FAITH IN YOUR HOME AND WITH YOUR FAMILY: 
Many times the greatest challenge we experience when sharing our faith is with those that are closest to us; our families. We must be patient, intentional, and sincere if we ever hope to make a difference in their lives!  

Practice these things in your “Daily World” and watch God change your life! HAVE FUN!

· Witness your faith with your own family by gently stating "I believe..." 

· Commit to regular prayer before meals and family devotions. 

· Play Christian music when listening to background music.

· Monitor the television viewing of your children; take time to explain why something might offend or please you. 

· Commit family needs, struggles and decisions to prayer.

· Use "God-language" in your conversation with children and other family members. 

· Model your faith by taking time for daily devotions and Bible study. 

· Model stewardship and hospitality by giving money or food to people in need. 

· Evangelize your children by sharing a Bible story with them before bedtime. 

· Take time to talk about what you experienced at worship. 

· Encourage sharing of key leanings from church or Sunday school.

WHEN SHARING YOUR FAITH WITH THOSE YOU LOVE THE MOST…

PRAY, PRAY, PRAY!

Devotional

Day 6: 

Tips for Creative and Courageous Faith Sharing in your Daily World
1  Thessalonians 2:8

NIV 1 Thessalonians 2:8 We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us.

SHARING YOUR FAITH AT TIMES OF LIFE PASSAGE AND CELEBRATION: 
There are many, many important celebrations and events that occur in the lives of those you want to share our faith with. Look for opportunities and for creative ways to share your faith as you share these life events together!

Practice these things in your “Daily World” and watch God change your life! HAVE FUN!

· Remember birthdays, baptisms, first communions, confirmations, anniversaries, weddings, funerals, graduations, birth or adoption of a child, a move into a new home or apartment, and job transitions as special times when a word of blessing and affirmation can be shared through cards, letters, phone calls or in person. 

· Gift a person with a special Bible, musical tape, or devotional booklet. 

· Write a personal note about your faith inside the cover. 

· Take time to share how you feel about the other person by committing your thoughts to writing. 

· Plan a party or celebration especially if it appears one wouldn't otherwise happen. 

· Take your friend to lunch or out for dessert. Find a special way to celebrate their achievement. 

LEARNING TO SHARE LIFE TOGETHER WITH THOSE YOU WANT TO SHARE YOUR FAITH WITH IS THE KEY THAT WILL UNLOCK THAT DOOR AND
OPEN UP THOSE TYPES OF OPPORTUNITIES!

Devotional

Day 7: 

Tips for Creative and Courageous Faith Sharing in your Daily World
1 Peter 3:15

NIV 1 Peter 3:15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.
SHARING YOUR FAITH DURING THE HOLIDAYS: 
The Holidays are an excellent time to look for opportunities and to be creative in how you share your faith. Many people are more sensitive to the presence of God in our world and in their lives during these special times of the year! 

Practice these things in your “Daily World” and watch God change your life! HAVE FUN!

· Remember that some people are more inclined to first come to church at Christmas or Easter.

· Look for creative ways to invite a friend, neighbor or co-worker to worship or to a special holiday event. 

· At Christmas time, provide faith-related gifts and storybooks to neighbor children, teachers, and friends. 

· Share verbally why Christmas and Easter are times of celebration for you and your family. 

· Host a Thanksgiving Party for your neighbors. 

· Find ways to help others reflect on their blessings. 

· Remember Mother's Day and Father's Day as a special time to care for others whose families may not be close by. 

YOU KNOW THAT GOD IS PRESENT WITH US AT ALL TIMES, BUT IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE REALIZE THAT GOD ISN’T ALWAYS AT THE FOREFRONT OF PEOPLES HEARTS AND MINDS MOST OF THE YEAR.

PRAY FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO SHARE YOUR FAITH IN A UNIQUE AND SPECIAL WAY DURING THE HOLIDAYS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR!

FINAL THOUGHTS AND REFLECTIONS

Jesus' parting words to his followers were "Go, and make disciples..."
(Matthew 28:19-20) It is clear that we are to be up front in our witness. We are not to sit back and wait for others to come to us. In our complicated and fast-paced world, people are not quick to discern "the hope that is within us." We must take the initiative by speaking and serving in the name of Jesus. We are to plant the seeds. The Holy Spirit is responsible for the growth and harvest. 

What kind of witness is effective and faithful? Quite simply: When we are both intentional and sincere. A witness that respects the space and needs of the other, yet confidently and courageously issues the invitation to "come and see." This kind of witness is not threatening or coercive, nor does it require one to sign on the dotted line. It invites. Gentleness, reverence and a faith grounded in action are keys to witnessing on a daily basis. 

Use the suggestions we’ve given you this week to help you discover creative and courageous ways to share your faith on a daily basis. You might want to carry this information in your pocket, brief case or purse as a daily reminder of the opportunities God will present to you to share your faith with others. 

Finally, remember to ground and center your faith sharing in prayer. Pray for guidance, opportunity and courage to share your faith on a daily basis. 

NIV Matthew 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.

This material has been complied by:  David Poling-Goldenne

This material has been edited by: Rich Green
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