
 

 
CA 6 – Understanding the Old Testament 

 
 

Course Description 
 

This course is an overview of the historical framework, structure, metanarratives, and 
interpretation issues associated with the Old Testament. Special consideration will be 
given to current application of Old Testament teaching as well as addressing some of 
the more difficult issues for the modern Christian.  
 

 
Course Objectives 

 
At the conclusion of this class, students will be able to: 
1) Demonstrate a working knowledge of elements of the historical-cultural and literary 

background of the Old Testament (OT) books. 
2) Know the general contours of OT chronology and history. 
3) Demonstrate a working knowledge of the main characters in the OT story and their 

contributions in the story of God’s interaction with humanity and Israel. 
4) Understand how God used Israel to bring salvation to the world. 
5) Understand the main themes of the OT.  
6) Be familiar with the context (setting, author, audience, date, purpose/occasion, 

genre) of the various OT books.  
7) Feel more confident in their understanding and ability to discuss intelligently the OT 

with others.  
8) Appreciate the relevance of the OT to Christian faith and life.  
9) Desire to continue personal OT studies beyond this course. 
10) Increasingly apply the teachings of the OT to daily life. 
 

 
Course Structure 

 
Weeks 1-3 and Weeks 5-7 will consist of three content videos, a 10 to 15 true/false 
question online quiz over the content of each of the three videos, and a written 
assignment based on the content of one or more of that week’s videos. The due date for 
completing a given week’s assignment is 10 PM on the Sunday of that week. 
 
Week 4 will be a Compass Academy Live event in which instructors and students 
discuss course content and ministry application of content. This is also a time for class 
members to check in and check up with each other to encourage one another (Hebrews 



10:19-25). Students will post to a discussion forum on a topic related to the Compass 
Live content. 
 

 
Topic Schedule 

 
 

Week 1 Why the Old Testament? 
 Why the Old Testament 

Is Important for Us 

The Language and 
Structure of the Old 
Testament 

Misconceptions about 
the Old Testament 

Week 2 The Patriarchal Period, the Exodus, and the Wilderness 
Sojourn 

 Why Narrative Is 
Important and How to 
Read Them 

The Patriarchal Period The Exodus and the 
Wilderness Sojourn 

Week 3 Conquest, Judges, and Monarchical Period 
 The Period of the 

Conquest and the 
Judges 

The United Kingdom 
Period 

The Divided Kingdom 
Period 

Week 4 Let’s Talk (Compass Academy Live) 
Week 5 The Poetic Books and the Prophets (1) 
 

The Poetic Books 

Who Were the 
Prophets and How 
Should We Read 
Them? 

The Prophets of the 
Divided Kingdom 
Period 

Week 6 The Prophets (2), Messianic Expectation, Thorny Issues 
 The Exilic and Post-

Exilic Periods and Their 
Prophets 

On the Way to Jesus 

Thorny Issues #1: God 
Commands War and 
the Destruction of 
Nations 

Week 7 Thorny Issues 
 Thorny Issue #2: 

Slavery 
Thorny Issue #3: 
Creation and the Ark 

 

 
 

Weekly Writing Assignments 
 

 

i) Each week we would like you to post in the Compass Academy Leadership 
Forum (found on the Compass.Academy site) in response to discussion 
prompts. Instructions regarding how to access your Leadership Forum are 
posted on the Compass Academy website.  

 
ii) The weekly essay assignments to be posted in Moodle for the next 7 weeks 

are listed below. 
 

 
 



Week 1 
 

Write a summary of no less than three paragraphs in which you describe at least three 
significant things from the videos for this week. 
 

Week 2 
 
Analyze a narrative -- Choose an Old Testament narrative and analyze it in terms of 
setting, characterization, and plot. Use Bible dictionary articles and preceding texts to 
examine elements of setting. Use what the characters say and do within the text, what 
they have said and done in earlier texts, and Bible dictionary articles to help you with 
characterization. Analyze the points of conflict and tension in the narrative as you 
describe plot.  
 
Although you are free to choose your own text, some have been provided below, if you 
don't have one in mind.  
 
Genesis 12:10-20; Genesis 37; 1 Kings 17:7-24; 2 Kings 4:1-7; 2 Kings 6:8-23; 2 
Chronicles 25; 2 Chronicles 26; Esther 6; Jeremiah 36; Daniel 3; Daniel 5; Daniel 6 
 
Week 3 
 
The class videos are overviews of various periods of Old Testament periods. As such, 
they cannot describe or analyze episodes or blocks of narratives in any detail. In this 
assignment, you will get to analyze an extended text in greater detail.  
 
Select and read ONE of the texts listed below. Then write a summary of that text. 
Include the following: a) Names and descriptions of the characters; b) Description of the 
plot elements (including the central conflict(s); c) Elements of setting and background 
that inform your understanding of the text; and d) What this text tells us about God and 
about living as the people of God. Feel free to consult Bible dictionaries, Bible 
handbooks, study Bibles, commentaries, etc. (StudyLight.org has several available.) 
a. Joshua 5:13-7:26 
b. 1 Samuel 4:1-7:1 
c. 1 Samuel 26 
d. 2 Kings 4 
e. 2 Kings 18-19 
 
Week 4 
 
For this week’s written assignment, you will post to a discussion forum on a topic related 
to the content of the Compass Academy Live presentation. 
  
Week 5 
 
TBD 
 
Week 6 
 



There are two parts to this week’s written assignment, one required and the other 
optional. 
 
Part 1 (required) 
Summarize in no more than two paragraphs for each video significant things you 
learned from this week's videos. (That means you will have a minimum of three 
paragraphs, and a maximum of six paragraphs.) 
 
Part 2 (optional) 
You may submit this in a separate doc in order to get it submitted earlier. What question 
do you have about concepts in course content to this point about which you would like 
some clarification or expansion? Dr. Hahlen will address these in a) Q and A video 
constituting Week 7 third video. 
 
Week 7 
 
There are two questions to answer this week: 
 
Question #1: Summarize in one paragraph your big take-away from this week's 
content. 
 
Question #2: Summarize in one to three paragraphs something you learned in this 
class that you want to share with members of your small group, a friend, a family 
member, etc. 
 
 
 
Grading Criteria for Weekly Written Assignments 
 
 
100% = The student demonstrated superior grasp of, interaction with, and / or use of the 

week’s content and concepts. The essay or project was written well and was 
relatively free of factual errors or dubious content. 

 
85% -- The student demonstrated a good grasp of, interaction with, and / or use of the 

week’s subject matter. The essay or project was competently written with minimal 
composition or factual errors.  

 
75% -- The student demonstrated an elemental grasp of, interaction with, and / or use of 

the week’s content and concepts. 
 
60% -- The essay or project was submitted, but it did not align with the assignment 

directions or it did not demonstrate a grasp of the concepts and content in the 
week’s subject matter.     

 
0% -- The assignment was not submitted. 
 


